Pitman Medical Publishing Co. Ltd. 1956. The title of this excellent book is somewhat of a misnomer, for it gives the impression that here is merely yet another advisory handbook for the woman expecting her first baby. In fact it is a scientific textbook designed specifically for "all who undertake the management of pregnancy", and being written from a very practical angle throughout, it forms an excellent general guide to this subject.
The most revolutionary change in obstetric practice in the past thirty years has been in antenatal care, and there is little doubt that the dramatic improvement during that period in maternal and foetal mortality is due mainly to careful medical supervision during pregnancy. Miss Barnes' book, based largely on clinical lectures to students and pupil midwives, gives the most complete account to date of how a pregnant woman should be cared for from conception to delivery. Almost every conceivable aspect of the subject is covered, from prenatal advice to radiological pelvimetry, and all are described successively and in a practical common-sense manner.
In handbooks of this nature, a certain amount of dogmatism is inevitable, but some of the author's statements are possibly too emphatic. Few obstetricians, for example, will agree that "abdominal examination is not strictly necessary before the 32nd week," or that it is a good thing to use Hegar's sign as a test for pregnancy. It is also doubtful whether massaging the breasts for two months to express colostrum before delivery may not do more harm than good, and the dangers of radiography to the feetal gonads require constant emphasis to avoid unnecessary exposure. The book deserves general praise for its practical attention to the details of normal and abnormal pregnancy, and as such it will be invaluable not only to senior students and midwife teachers, but more particularly to general practitioner obstetricians, who will find here their complete vade-mecum.
Operative Surgery. Editors: Charles Rob, M.C., M.Chir., F.R.C.S., and Rodney Smith, M.S., F.R.C.S. In 8 volumes and index. (Volumes 1 and 2. Volume 1 Introductory, Surgery of Trauma, Abdomen (part); Volume 2 Abdomen (completion); illustrated.
£5 10s. per volume.) London: Butterworth & Co. Publishers Ltd. 1956. One has merely to glance at and handle these first two volumes of this projected 8-volume work to recognize that it has been conceived and produced on a noble scale. And the first task of any reviewer must be to congratulate both the editors and the publishers on this. In their introduction, the editors explain the principles they have followed. Operations are best learnt by watching, and therefore the principal emphasis of any operative surgery textbook should be visual. The text should be minimal, and largely explanatory of special points and difficulties. The work is chiefly intended for surgeons in training, surgeons working in an isolated community, and experienced surgeons called on to operate in an unfamiliar field. The potential surgical public is, therefore, a large one. The editors have chosen with care their contributors (judging by the contributors to these two volumes their choice will command general respect), and having done so they have largely relied on their judgment. Three subjects are dealt with in the two volumes now under review-Part I General Technique, Part II the Surgery of Trauma and Part III the Abdomen. Part I contains much that might be compulsory reading for house surgeons, e.g. the choice of ligature material, the technique of intravenous infusions, and the tying of knots; the author of the latter is surely a fisherman. The chapters on the Burst Abdomen and Radium Needle Insertion seem, however, rather out of place. Part II consists of an excellent series of articles on the treatment of trauma. Relatively small points of criticism are that only surgery is considered in the treatment of heart tamponade and no mention is made of aspiration; and that the debridement of wounds is stated to be contra-indicated if more than eight hours have elapsed since the wound was inflicted. In Part III on the abdomen, one notes the article by Tanner on Gastrectomy with all his numerous tips for dealing with difficult ulcers. And your reviewer found the article by Milnes Walker on porta-caval anastomosis a useful test, since it is not an operation he has performed or seen performed, and he would be much more confident in performing it now. In the chapter on partial hepatectomy, however, one is a little surprised not to see right lobe hepatectomy described as well as left lobe hepatectomy.
Full judgment on the work must obviously await the appearance of the further six volumes. But first reactions are that the editors and publishers are establishing their case, and one ventures the prophecy that the work will have a big sale throughout the world and in so doing will advance still further the prestige of Great Britain and of European culture in general.
